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LITERARY GUILD—OCTOBER SELECTION 


Wilson, Mitchell. Live With Lightning. 
Brown. Sept. 1949. 404p. $3.00. 

Live With Lightning impresses extraordinarily 
good novel. The background the action research 
physics, particularly nuclear physics and atomic energy. 
Most the people the book are physicists, and the 
are predominantly research labora- 
tories, classrooms, lecture halls. Even the other more 
ordinary settings the action, subways and city streets, 
apartment and hotel rooms, the air seems charged with 
nuclear energy. Now, have more than the average 
knowledge atomic research and higher mathe- 
matics, but time did find the apparently erudite 
atmosphere this novel oppressive. And this is, 
tribute the author’s faculty for making his 
subject clear the layman; not only clear, but absorb- 
ing interest. 

The elemental conflict the principal plot theme—there 
are several skilfully interwoven subsidiary plots—is the 
chronicle young Erik Gorin’s struggle 
principles and ideals; other words, his determination 
physicist, without compromising his ambition 
honestly help serve human progress order make 
his own fortune. Gorin has opportunities, once indus- 
trial research, again the post-war political struggle that 
centers around the administration the dangerous knowl- 
edge these two past decades have brought. That suc- 
cessfully overcomes the temptations selfish gain due 
not only his own indomitable integrity, but much 
more the patient understanding his wife, Savina, 
whose unselfish and constant love for him instinctively 
any rationalization less worthy motives. 


What makes this novel superior piece contemporary 
fiction the penetrating insight into motives which the 
author demonstrates his story-telling and his con- 
sistent appreciation the validity man’s integrity 
spirit. There question that Mitchell Wilson likes 
decent people and likes people decent. This seems 
novelist than any proficiency knowledge the world 
physics which permits him move familiarly around 
laboratories full complicated experimental equipment 
and speak with authority academic organization and 
administration, and even the intrigues and cabals 
ultra-big business. 


Erik Gorin begins very young and impecunious gradu- 
ate student Columbia University. assigned 
research assistant brilliant and socially prominent 
professor, Tony Haviland, who apt not finish what 
begins. The two devise method measuring neu- 
trons, shortly after the existence such particles 
energy have been recognized, and Erik succeeds forcing 
the reluctantly dilettante Tony complete the experi- 
ment, that can obtain the data necessary complete 
his studies for the doctorate needed enter teaching 
Professor Trasker Michigan University, then moves 
with him and young German-Jewish refugee, Hugo 
Fabermacher, Cumberland University, where Trasker 
has been promised ampler research facilities soon 
the present head the department has been forced 
retire. But their protector the Board Trustees dies 
before Profssor Regan can nudged into retirement, and 
fights back vindictively summarily dismissing Faber- 


& 
| 
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macher This precipitates Trasker’s 
resignation, followed Gorin’s. Disillusioned with aca- 
demic intrigue, Erik takes job with industrial holding 
Company which controls number large machine tool 
manufacturers. devises several electronic improve- 
ments and begins make money enough, for the first 
time, afford luxuries and live without fear in- 
stallment payments. finds, however, that most his 
inventions are being deliberately shelved, the patents being 
held only prevent competition, and resigns return 
research work again, this time Columbia and 
nuclear fission. His activities during the war are swal- 
lowed the silence security measures; but has 
been Los Alamos and has witnessed the first test ex- 
plosion atom bomb. 

Much his surprise, offered chairmanship com- 
mission being set Congressional committee con- 
trol the development atomic energy. When finds 
that his sponsors for this post are hoping use him for 
their own ends, capture atomic energy while confusing 
the general public with insistence only upon the atomic 
bomb, renounces this opportunity retire the labor- 
atories again and teaching modest salary. Many will 
find this last portion Mr. Wilson’s excellent novel 
more than little disturbing its implications; and that 
is, probably, exactly what the author intended. 

Mr. Wilson’s own career has been higher physics, in- 
cluding research cosmic rays and high frequency phe- 
nomena, well industrial research. has used 
his knowledge this field good advantage several 
mystery novels and detective stories previously. But no- 
where effectively here. This serious, well-written 
and timely novel. Live With Lightning deserves its choice 
the Literary Guild, and recommended herewith 


all adult readers. 


University Scranton 


Basso, Hamilton. The Greenroom. Doubleday. 


Sept. 15, $3.00. 


The Greenroom rather clever study 
imaginative mind through depiction the effects its 
intrigues the lives other people. slight tale, 
demands times determined effort concentration 
the reader’s part not forget the main thread 
when minor incidents and characterizations threaten 
dwarf its size. 

Rufus Jackson, one the editors New York publish- 
ing firm, has chosen holiday Provence and, 
matter courtesy, has been asked call upon his com- 
pany’s most important author, Mrs. Leslie Porter, who 
work her memoirs. their first meeting, mere 
mention these sends Mrs. Porter into emotional 
tantrum during which she intimates that part her past 
cannot scrutinized. Jackson, widower and father 
very young daughter, attracted this occasion 
Mrs. Porter’s niece, Nora Marsh. Later contacts with 
Nora and her aunt that some mysterious 
antagonism exists between them. gradually discovers 
that Nora’s marriage the writer’s nephew, Charles 
Marsh, has ended trial separation. From the Princess 
Cloville, guest the village inn where staying, 
Jackson learns that Mrs. Porter’s beginnings life were 
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less glamourous than she would have her friends 
The Princess, sort antithesis for the authores 
matches the latter’s fading beauty and cult 
unadorned ugliness and graceful 
hate and jealousy are met kindness 
though the Princess’s philosophy life obviously base 
theories amorally liberal Mrs. Porter’s are 
cally stern. The contrast these two produces 
the greatest disservice The Greenroom performs for th: 
reader the representation virtue something the 
excludes happiness. 

Charles Mrs. Porter’s life. Encouraged 
now seems that long remains alcoholic 
will dependent upon her for understanding. 
one her parties finds him under the table and 
accuses Rufus and Nora bringing this about. 
next meeting, Jackson’s proposal marriage Nora 
prior the culmination their affair makes the 
thing very respectable. 
Introduction Spike Carruthers early the story pro 
vides comic relief tragic sort, but serves eve 
nore useful purpose toward the book’s conclusion 
sisting Jackson discover Mrs. Porter lonely, 
woman living world fantasy where she, the 
queen, dominates the scene—as the French have it, 
farceuse. When Charles, intoxicated, accidentally shoot 
himself, she calls attempted suicide 
should, Nora gives Jackson, return Charle 
Along with Philip Lennox, Mrs. Porter’s imaginary 
who has also had enough, they plan escape 
Zealand, leaving the writer finish the last act alone. 


one her novels, Mrs. Porter has alluded 
heroine beginning day with rehearsal, closeted 
the greenroom her soul”. How this applies 
own case she schemes and plans her actions apparent 
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One the story’s attractions the village inn described 
grand hotel manner the great and near-great come 
touch upon each other and depart. The inn keeper, 
the waiter, Celestin, and the courtyard figure the the 
man who greets each newcomer take infinitely Within 
life than any the main characters who all, with 
possible exception Carruthers, lack depth. The 
seems home his old world setting Nice, the 
and the surrounding pine-clad hills studded the 
and lemon-colored villas. From that distance, Mr. the 
writes about Americans and Englishmen objectively 
his satire seems hit the mark. “The secret life 
famous novelist” alluring referred the jacket neve 
does become very absorbing reading, but for light 
tainment The Greenroom should satisfy. 
Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 
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Taber, Gladys. Especially Father. Macrae 

Aug. 1949. 253p. $2.75. 

“And knew suddenly that did not want the family Thurs, 

forgotten. Especially Father.” Gladys Taber 


thored this book family memoirs which her flam 
boyant and ruggedly individualistic father plays not onl 
the leading role but most the supporting parts wel 
And Father was well qualified for was not only 


the 
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15, 1949 


yntypical college professor geology but self-confessed 
expert almost any line. Father was virile, dogmatic, 
aflicted with the itching foot, irrepressible, constantly ac- 
tive. brief, was force constantly exerting himself 
something. The memoirs are presented little 
order but taken collectively they give picture 
way life, with the family unit meeting the every- 
day problems which Father’s volatile nature constantly 


Those problems were numerous since was part 


philosophy let sleeping dogs lie. Father carried 
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unrelenting feud with the State Wisconsin over 
his rights privacy his summer home the lake; 
moved tons rock and poured tons concrete build 
dock for his single rowboat; dug and hauled 
and for miles patently impossible attempt build 
managed silver mine Mexico; took the 
family for incredible vacation trips early vintage 
car; won bridge tournament the simple expedient 
using system; ran his classes and did his teaching 
thought should done. Father ate voraciously, 
dosed himself with every patent medicine; only when 
opposed Mother her quest for missionary money did 
face defeat. these incidents and host others 
chronicled with humor and with understanding, with 
which recognizes the good way life 
which found all too infrequently the current Ameri- 
can scene. The book suitable for all. 


Feikema, Feike. The Primitive. 
15,1949. 460p. $3.50. 


Imagine oversized giant forcing his almost-seven-foot 
frame into the cramped society the merely five and six 
footers. Make him unpolished but instinctively gentle 
man; untutored, slow, but not simple the stupid sense 
the word. Watch his awakening the intelligence 
books, the aesthetics music and poetry, the dis- 
his lumbering body athletics, and, finally, 
the bewildered flowering his passions love. House 
within the physical colossus expanding spirit self- 
awareness and sense wonder the world. Thus, 
you have the abstract, Thurs Wraldson, misfit not 
inthe usual really overfit”, suffering through 
the phases adjustment the small people around him, 
tothe use and misuse right and wrong. ele- 
mental force being channeled through the narrowly pat- 
grooves socialized man. The Primitive. 


the concrete, Thurs’ story moves along single flat 
plane. goes from the orphanage Siouxland the 
Christian Church’s Christian College and Seminary 
Michigan. There meets the usual amalgam 
college youth and, since co-ed, Hero Bernlef, porce- 
lain figurine girl whom loses his 
cantly enough, the three sections The fall 
under the categories The Chancing, i.e., Thurs, the 
adventuring innocent, unsophisticate Icarus trying his 
wings abroad the wide, wide world; The Nexing, 
Thurs, now Jason pursuing the golden fleece thought, 
taste, knowledge, life and love; The Rending, i.e., Thurs, 
the setting out like Tennysonian 
for the unknown land New York. 


Doubleday. Sept. 


The chronology Thurs’ coming mental age runs from 


1930-1934, 


Two further volumes this projected trilogy 


Feikema Tarkington 


will carry him from 1934-1939 and from 


the first volume any criterion, the au- 
thor’s task assumes Herculean proportions. For moves 
his central character through 460 pages without single 
recourse sub-plots and sub-sub-plots. This face 
obstacle that even Homer and Dante preferred avoid 
the judicious use episode. The light Thurs be- 
comes too constant. change focus, touch 
chiaroscuro, would heighten the protagonist’s figure and 
avoid the peril the blinding glare. From the point 
view the novel qua novel, the author would have done 
better imitate his elders here. 


However, substituting the American background 
Protestantism, the college questions philosophy, art 
and appreciation, music and athletics, Feike Feikema does 
manage variety physical incident somewhat congruous 
with the psychological growth his hero—a mutation 
which saves the book from the collapse overstrained 
attention. For the psychological growth Thurs the 
sum and substance the novel. The rest exists only for 
and because it. The portrait Thurs, ill ease, 
stumbling under the drive the new fires within him, 
raw with the scourge his hopeless love for the doll-like 
girl whom could literally crush embrace, touches 
the heights compassionate writing. the most 
authentic piece literature the book. 


Feike Feikema writes with lyric passion reminiscent 
Walt Whitman slightly tending overdo the “American” 
phase his theme. His presentation Thurs’ thoughts 
religion are fresh from the cabbage-patch over-run with 
weeds—a perfect picture the modern Protestant psycho- 
analytic dilettantism. does let the old standby brothel 
scene break into few pages, though more restrained 
fashion than lurid. all, after the pros and the cons 
have been weighed the balance, The Primitive can 
recommended discriminating adults. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 
Fordham University, 


New York City, New York 


Tarkington, Booth. Your Amiable Uncle: Letters 
His Nephews; illustrated with his original sketches. 
Bobbs-Merrill. Sept. 1949. 192p. $2.75. 


During his first trip abroad (1903-04) accompanied his 
wife and his parents, Booth Tarkington wrote mock- 
serious letters his sister’s sons, aged fourteen, twelve, 
and one. Addressing them variously Mes Pauvres 
Enfants, Angelic Nephews, Well-Behaved Nephews, 
Inheritors Sin, Dear Little Ladies, Most Pious, Gifted 
Ones, Dear Sunday-School Models, Colleagues, Men 
Belial, Gentlemen the Guard, Share Awfaw, etc., 
signed himself their own, devoted, docile, thoughtful and 
instructive, faithful and exact, same-old, and amiable 
Uncle. Between salutation and signature were gay little 
trifles from the French, Swiss and Italian cities the party 
stayed in. Sometimes these touched briefly the sights, 
food, people, and/or buildings; sometimes they hinted 
teasingly the Christmas presents being bought for the 
boys; sometimes they shared with “the Men” his astonish- 
ment their grandparents’ reaction European customs. 
Always his straight face and twinkling eye were evident. 


| : 


One letter the boys’ mother sketched admiringly the 
shops Rome, their exquisite art offerings and his own 
purchases. Another philosophized soberly the palace 
Versailles. Pointing each letter was drawing, 
animated, incisive and ridiculous. 


The letters must have delighted their recipients. The 
occasional pun, malapropism and blatant error made 
shared fun for uncle and boys, and wit-sharpeners well. 
But because Church-connected affairs (i.e., Scala Sancta, 
religious cards, hermits, Capuchin skeletons) were often 
the occasion for the jest, however good-natured, the book 
may not welcome Catholic school libraries. the 
adult reader, the letters reveal the genial one-time best 
seller his happy relations with the boys who inspired 
the later Penrod. best, they seem inconsequential. 
Spontaneous and unpatterned form and content they 
undoubtedly are, they are still interest only the 
student Tarkington, such there be—and would 
just undoubtedly want the original and complete letters 


for his examination. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


* * * 


Wheelwright, The Wolfshead. 
Sept. 12, $3.00. 


earlier novel the author told the story John 
Aumarle, Earl Bristol, sixth seventh the line 
succession the English throne, who had been kept 
the Tower Henry VIII and had been liberated upon 
the accession Mary Tudor the throne. spite 
his attempts remain quiet, his enemies had embroiled 
him plots which led Mary re-imprison him. 
escaped from the Tower and, exile, fled France. 
The present story opens sometime during the 1550’s with 
the Earl and Anne, his wife, living quietly France to- 
gether with Francis Killigrew, half-pirate, skilled swords- 
man and faithful retainer, and Master Blackett, lawyer. 
Arthur Feverel, Cornish gentleman, who has been exiled 
for resenting with cold steel the attentions another 
his Bess, sought out the Earl carry the news 
that Mary had dispatched assassins 
Bristol’s menace but was himself mistaken for assassin 
and was watched the Earl’s retainers. Simultaneously 
Henri sent his agent Longueville escort John 
Aumarle Paris. 

Paris the Earl pawn between Henri who wishes 
secure the English throne for Mary Scotland and 
Catherine Medici who wished break Henri. 
Longueville uses Arthur, thrall French siren, 
agent advance Henri’s project with the Earl but 
the latter exposes the king’s machinations and makes 
Arthur his own secures from the French 
king permission outfit ship, presumably raid the 
English coast and establish landing favor Elizabeth. 
But she will not give permission and Aumarle, now 
exile France well, makes for pirate rendevouz 
the Scilly Isles. There Arthur finds his Bess and the two 
are married though their amatory problems are not re- 
solved until story’s end. When Mary’s fleet threatens 
the Scillys Bristol takes his ship war upon Spain 
the Americas. Booty and glory are small they 
eventually return find Elizabeth and themselves 


Scribner. 


Marotta 


exiles longer. The book relatively minor, 
free immorality and suitable for most readers. 


Marotta, Giuseppe. The Treasure Naples. 
ton. Sept. 1949. 254p. $3.00. 


There are twenty-two items this collection 
sketches, impressions the crowded alleys and 
hey are affectionate recollections 
the people the quarter which the author lived as; 
boy; and they all have vitality, glow that noy 
bright with sunlight the blue waters the 
beyond Pozzuoli and the discolored stones the an. 
cient houses; now muted the moonlight courtyard 
and old garden gates along the steps alley 
Capodimonte. The dark cone Vesuvius loom 
against the sky, with its familiar threat violence 
death, and there something volcanic the hearts 
the people Naples, most 
wretched, but rich with philosophy that finds death 
natural love life, and pleasure their fellowmen. 


Mr. Marotta succeeds making his readers live with 
characters. They are interesting and lively 
And from their association you will learn 
much that may have seemed inexplicable you 
their countrymen who brought their indomitable 
help fashion our own land. The author possesses 
instinctive art that can evoke scene, personality, 
whole complexity people very few 
almost brilliant. And these people are very human, 
very lovable for all their poverty and peculiarities. Even 


one has dignity which the writer respects and cherishes! 


They are people, too, deep and lively faith. 


There are many excellent stories this collection: that 
Don Saverio, timid man who finally found way 
liberate himself from the domineering Don Carmine; that 
the miracle the little shoemaker who loved 
Anne; that Don Raffaele, who was reduced 
ex-votos, and painted his most famous one about 
and the heroic humpback, Ignazio Ziviello. But 
are only few the twenty-two, not counting the 
The translation seems effortless and therefore 
adult readers. 


Carroll, Gladys Hasty. West the Hill. 
Sept. 1949. 248p. $3.00. 


Ah, you sigh contentedly with mental nod gratitude 
the author, here book sweet and clean-swept 
blown clover. Not great story, perhaps, but relaxing 
salt the earth, tempered the good, the true and the 
beautiful sort yarn. And then, just you are 
ning grow attached the entire crew—the eager 
sweethearts Brad and Molly Hartwell; Robbie, the pitifu! 
small French boy whom they rescued from 
Gospel Band; Brad’s stout-hearted Mother Rene; his 
step-sister Min, Gran Drew, who charmed Min back 
laughter—splash! Miss dives head first into 
acters thoroughly her preach them 
man. 

pity ’tis that Gideon Weeter, the precursor 
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doctrine, ever comes the scene. 
warm and simply told, already deliciously un- 
much hint materialism, was rolling along 
quite merrily without him. 


Molly Dennis, driven flight the poverty, fear and 
her uncle’s home, bundled her pathetic 
rags and rode off with the whistling fish peddler 
Brad Hartwell, the only person with whom she had asso- 
kindness. Together they opened the door 
brighter life Brad’s little red house. And one day 
passed into another, Molly learned well the power 
love that her spirit soared and expanded under every 
experience—the trifling excitement visit the village 
the gaiety box social the buying new-fangled 
mowing machine, and last the pain and wonder 
bearing daughter. her the whole world, dream 
turned reality, loomed “West the Hill”, and out 
the great abundance her own happiness she created 
fresh hope and exultation for those around her. 


That, surely, lesson enough for one slim volume, and 
when midway Gideon intrudes his eternal breathren-let- 
theme, the narrative barom- 
eter drops down, down, down. will 
reader who bothers about going the rest the way the 
journal’s end. 

Lois Slade, 


Brown, Joe David. The Freeholder. Morrow. Sept. 
7,1949. 340p. $3.60 


Horatio Tench, red headed hero this light (slightly 
horse) opera, destined only very mild pulse 
flutterer the season. When shorn the opportunity 
use his spectacular muscles, pretty colorless 
character, his shining intentions notwithstanding. 


Born prostitute mother Yarmouth gaol, the year 
Our Lord 1800, Horatio’s inauspicious beginning im- 
mediately pinned his back the wall. fate further 
sizzles from the frying pan into the fire when the brutish, 
one-legged ropemaker Samuel Tompkins takes him his 
ward. Virtually brought chains, Horatio finds his 
single comfort the educated and sensitive dwarf Aber 
Tompkins’ partner and direct antithesis. 


Horatio was when relentlessly beat his foster father 
death for striking Aber. Leaving both and 
Aber for dead, Horatio ships America under bond. 
Landed Charleston, his powerful physique attracts the 
attention wealthy landowner Jameson, who, 
Horatio’s distressed confession, promises shield his 
crime and forthwith installs him overseer Fair Haven. 


There our boy learns little about love from the General’s 
superficial daughter Clover, and enough about the Ameri- 
can use the colored man from King, the planta 
Negro potentate, despise slavery. After faithfully 

ing out his indenture, Horatio discovers that the 
has duped him with lies about possible repercussions from 
the law, since the innocent Aber has meanwhile paid for 
his murder the gallows. Enraged and heartsick over 
the martyrdom his end, flees the plantation with 
King join the caravan hopeful 


From then the highlights the story are fairly pat, 
with Horatio being proclaimed the town’s savior when 


The 


Brown Johnson 


rids Arcadia Asa Cole, the prerequisite suave spoken, 
cheroot smoking villain every genuine Western. 
the outbreak the Civil War Horatio firmly rooted 
patriarch 61, married the girl who had worshipped 
him from childhood, and the father four strapping 
sons the march join Northern regiment. 


exemplary protagonist liberty, equality and fra- 
ternity for the Negro, Tench renders steadfast un- 
sparkling performance. For adult readers who prefer 
their thrills apportioned with more dialect than finesse, 
The Freeholder their dish. 

Lois Slade, 

Dubuque, Iowa 


Our English Heritage. The 


Edited Louis Adamic. 


Johnson, Gerald 
Peoples America Series. 
Lippincott. Aug. 17, 1949. 


One way review this book would argue length 
with all the unsupported generalizations contained it, 
but that would justice only part and rank 
injustice more it. Mr. Johnson, former professor 
journalism and lately one the ornaments the Bal- 
timore Sunpapers, has blended his own impressions with 
the scholarship few good historians give very 
uneven book. Where the background built from 
careful studies colonial immigration, early American 
music, portrait painting, architecture, has provided 
very useful set summaries enlighten the reader 
about English heritage which most are aware 
but few know how explain. The same value 
set upon the chapter American speech origins, 
which makes good use his Baltimore colleague’s 
Mencken’s) The American Language; and even 
Mr. Johnson’s own researches into the ersonalities early 
nineteenth century statesmen e.g., his biography John 
Roanoke) furnish him with useful 
there any criticism offered the selection 
scholarly material upon which has drawn for the best 
portions the book only that has emphasized 
more Southern interpretation his subject than truly 
national appreciation the English background would 
warrant. This fact which also obvious the more 
impressionistic parts the work. New England firmly 
set place inferior the rest the country, being 
chastized here for exaggerated overemphasis Yankees 
the works her own historians. The indentured serv- 
ant, the backbone the Southern population structure 
colonial times, given his due and more than his due, 
consider that the seventeenth century 
the New England towns made the system inden- 
tured immigrants less important than was the South 
but produced more immediate more impressive 
citizenry. Then too, even the comparison early popula- 
tion figures ought display more accuracy: confusion 
Pilgrims (Plymouth) and Massachusetts Bay (Salem 
and Boston), representing two distinct colonization move- 
ments. bound arise (p. 63) where the small numbers 
early settlers around Cape Cod get credit for being 
“the colony Massachusetts”. Actually, Massachu- 
setts Bay, distinct from Plymouth, many more settlers 
came the first decade after founding than came Vir- 
ginia before 1624. Growth population New 
land, lines noted Mr. Johnson general way for 


all America the first two hundred years, enabled early 
Yankees colonize other areas, including the Cape Fear 
region North Carolina. One the most venerable 
Charleston social organizations was its Society New 
England Descendants, and Georgia had New Englanders 
among its signers the Declaration Independence and 
its early state governors. 


Apart from the subject origins—which, except for the 
aforegoing sectional criticism otherwise very well done— 
Mr. Johnson could have made out strong case for 
greater endurance English qualities the South the 
twentieth century, for that section has had its social 
order less affected the immigration the past sixty 
years. Instead has emphasized the lasting English 
contributions the American pattern law, government, 
and education, regardless the racial national origins 
the people concerned. This great extent fair 
interpretation the facts, even must have caused 
the general editor the series some pain read that 
“English history more important [to any Americans] 
than Bulgarian Portuguese history, because assists 
him understand the government and laws under which 
lives” (p. 135); again, that the English “remote 
control” persists “few native sons this generation 
have persuaded many Americans their way think- 
ing did Winston However, there 
certain distortion involved because what English 
American the twentieth century stands much for 
tion from common past—this apart from those aspects 
government where are more traditional our 
separation powers than are the British with their legis- 
lative supremacy Parliament. The English have had 
more difficult time, and require now Socialist govern- 
ment, combat the greater force tradition which 
inhered their institutions; Americans the other hand 
began throw out the monarchy, the ruling class con- 
cept, and the established church well over century ago. 
both countries today the evils democratic materialism 
and secularism stand out threats traditional social 
values, and institution other than the Catholic Church 
has either place made any perceptible opposition 
these evils. secularism and materialism Mr. Johnson 
dimly aware, when sees something contribu- 
tion the American notion that “government can 
wrong” the “supremacy the ministry over the magis- 
tracy among the Puritans, even though lasted only 
short time” (p. 68), and constantly struggling 
reconcile the supposed incompatibles making money 
and being even though the modern material- 
ism connected with the socialized distribution wealth. 


the whole one can say that the author’s heart 
the right place his effort “to give the living generation 
sense continuity and direction” (p. 135). The his- 
torian much less inclined quarrel with him over that 
intention than protest some his less discerning 
passages about the English Common Law —the worst 
chapter the book —or his failure upon 
the very salient differences the respective places 
women the English and American scenes. his 
credit are the excellent brief descriptions the founding 
Virginia, the social and religious forces England that 
were projected into America the colonial period, and 
condensed version earlier article his the New 
York Times Magazine George Calvert, Lord Baltimore. 


Miller 


Best 


comparison with the other volumes the series 
this reviewer has seen appears the best far, 


John Farrell, 
Catholic University 
Washington, 


Miller, Merle. The Sure Thing. 
1949. 341p. $3.00. 


The author has expressed concern the adoption 
Congressional legislation that allows the Secretary 
dismiss personnel “in the interest the United State 
and The Sure Thing attempts show how 


Sloane. Aug. 


practice may abused. The book recalls the 


criticism that was directed against the Committee 
Unamerican Activities for the methods, lack ther 
resorted purging the Federal administration 
ployees deemed undesirable for security reasons. 


Bradley Douglas, State Department employee, 
shadowed FBI man and knows From 
superior, Mr. Emerson, proper Bostonian who had 
serted for Washington 1933, learns that Congres 
man Jensen his native state, Nebraska, 
his dismissal grounds that Communis 
Douglas’s papers disclaim such charge and denies 
Later, when career man Henry Watterson shows 
son Douglas’s signed Party membership card, 
his guilt seems proved. Thoroughly disillusioned and 
ready death’s door because cancer, Emerson 


Douglas, divorced from Ruth Harrison, daughter 
wealthy Jewish dress manufacturer, because Laurie Mom 
ghan Seaver decided she wanted marry him and 
cause believed “You have what you 
do...” (p. 48) followed into his home Hoover 
men. After their inquisition, Laurie’s mental 
reveal that she had long ago renounced Catholicism. 
fourteen she “was making small, imaginary sins 
the priest college she “never went 
and one summer she attended camp, front for 
activities, where she met and was willingly seduced 
Eddie Lindon, youthful Negro agitator. Jay Seaver whor 
she married was opportunely killed war. How 
then, that she happened with the Red Cross 
Berlin when Douglas arrived government 
How too, too deveen, dahling, (the way Tallulah says 
that had scruples about adultery. And how ver 
convenient that Ruth was understanding. 


Linked with the Douglas case that Sarah 
Communist plant Brad’s subscribix 
twenty per cent her income the Party, Sarah 
ingly described. Life the East side had never 
full she found NYU where Harry Dinato’s 
box oratory won comrade, mistress, and tool for 
Cause. Her well-trained return have 
G-man enquiries pays off, the police, 
inept judgment, release her and her 
incriminating baggage. Then, the story Jerry 
indirectly bears Brad’s case. Milton, rich 
vith mother-complex, process being cleared 
self, but rather than submit the indignities involve 
resigns, move interpreted proof guilt. 


When develops that Bradley Douglas had been, 
member the Communist Party, Hal 
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Federal employee, rushes defend him. What- 
ever hopes Douglas might have held that O’Malley would 
see him through the crisis are shattered the lawyer 
the bribe some future favor the Assistant 
Secretary State return for his silence the matter. 


Back-tracking again, the reader learns that the so-called 
Spain the democracies, Hitler’s anti-semitism 
and, finally, Neville Chamberlain’s “peace our time” 
policy had decided Douglas join his friend Larry 
Party ‘members hip. O’Connell, mad-eyed 
poet, had renounced family, wealth (ill-gained through 
Church and Democratic influence), and faith, join the 
Red International Brigade, lose limb Spain and return 
New York rant the Village. Larry’s suicide 
affer Pact convinces 
Douglas that had been But this 
fact, the only thing about which they can sure, that 
sustains jealous co-workers, and meddling representatives 


the people their determination rid the Depart- 
ment his undesirable presence. 
the reader decide whether Douglas, who 


tion his background, 
citizen worthy trust, whether such isolated 
case proves that frightful thing dismiss certain per- 
“in the interest the United States”. The de- 
cision depends much more than mere sympathy for 
unfortunates such Douglas proper 
recognition the gravity the situation. 


and 


Characterization such well attended The Sure 
Thing but, for reader interest author Miller depends 
immorality, excessive profanity, and biased slurs 
against all religious formats, particularly Catholicism and 
Judaism when represents their adherents libertines 
and free-thinkers, produce what can only classed 
offensive novel. expect readers accept the char- 
acters with whom has peopled his story, without ex- 
ception, norm, asking too much. Somewhere, 
along the way, the author must have got lost fog 
false standards. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto, Canada 


Russell, Charlotte Murray. Hand Crime. 
Doubleday. Aug. 18, 1949. $2.25. 


Though Jane Amanda Edwards scoffed Dora Camer- 
link’s claim that ghostly hand had pushed the latter 
down the stairs the old Bailey House, even Jane 
Amanda acknowledged that the hand protruding from 
door that House several nights later was dead enough 
belong any ghost. But that happened after wealthy 
playboy Cousin Roy had been shot pistol stolen from 
the local museum. after several people had been 
set right the particulars his will. And after one 
the suspects had been removed from the scene 
second stolen gun. 


Nevertheless, was the dead hand which 
out the murderer Jane Amanda, 
and unwelcome helper the local police. 


ultimately 
busy-body 


Using apparently the Rock Island (Illinois) Arsenal 
locale, this mildly amusing tale depends for its entertain- 
ment the equally mildly satirical picture draws 
Its plot 


Army personnel and social life. structure bit 


Russell Villasenor Index 


shaky and unsubstantial. Jame Amanda had simply 
looked around her and picked the least likely character 
the murderer, she would have known his identity early 


the reader does. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librariship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Villasenor, Father. Ortega Gasset, Existentialist. 
Regnery. Aug. 26, 1949. 264p. $3.00. 


This translation from the Spanish critique the 
eminent modern Spanish philosopher, Jose Ortega Gas- 
set. The author, Mexican Jesuit, Father Villasenor, has 
devoted the main portions his study the historical 
background Kantianism and the existentialist overtones 
Ortega’s “vital reason” theory. Father Villasenor, 
writing from scholastic viewpoint, takes task the 
pseudo-humanisms and skepticism, while the 
same time presents just and measured estimation 
the whole Ortega’s contributions modern thought. 
His penetrating and scholarly criticism accompanied by, 
what unusual the author philosophical mono- 
graphs, lively and entertaining style. 


Thomas McTighe, 
Department Philosophy, 
St. Louis University, 

St. Louis, Missouri 
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